AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 3, 2000

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1999-2000 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 654

Introduced by Assembly Member Cardoza

February 23, 1999

Ar—act—to—add—Chapter—2-6—(commeneig—with—Section

prisi tedltural

, i An act to add Section 19304 to

the Food and Agricultural Code, relating to rendering plants,
making an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 654, as amended, Cardoza—Dbairies—eatastrophic—event

surahee-pregranRendering plant: odor
Existing law requires a person engaged in the business of

rendering to obtain a license for each rendering plant.
Existing law also prohibits a local government, after January
1, 2000, from bringing a nuisance action against a licensed
commercial rendering plant due to odor problems if that
rendering plant meets specified conditions, unless the odor
problem is the result of a substantial increase in activities or
operations, occurring after January 1, 1993, that has a
significant effect on the environment.

This bill would require the Department of Food and
Agriculture to conduct a study to determine odor level using
particulate levels for rendering plants that are withip mile
of a school. The bill would require the department to report
its findings and recommendations to the Legislature by June
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1, 2001. The bill would also appropriate $50,000 to the
department_ to conduct the_ study.

(h-Bxsting—aw—provides—or—a—Millk—Producers—Seeurity

i on.
\ote: +majority 43. Appropriation: -royes Fiscal committee:
yes. State-mandated local program: yes

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 2.6 (commencing with Section

SECTION 1. Section 19304 is added to the Food and
Agricultural Code, to read:

19304. (a) The Department of Food and Agriculture
shall conduct a study to determine odor level using
particulate levels for rendering plants that are within
one-half mile of a school.

(b) The study required in subdivision (a) shall be
conducted in consultation with the California Air
Resources Board, an industry representative, and other
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—3— AB 654

state and private organizations that the secretary
determines will provide useful advice and expertise in
designing and conducting the study.

(c) The department shall report its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature by June 1, 2001.

(d) The sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), is
hereby appropriated from the General Fund to the
Department of Food and Agriculture for the purpose of
conducting the study described in subdivision (a).

Agricultaral-Coedeto+ead:
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